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But no Egyptian contemplated taking any step of
his own to hasten that triumph : for dominating his
desire to chastise proud England was a still stronger
impulse. He was determined to keep out of range of
actual hostilities, and, in the confident belief that
Egypt was safe from attack, he awaited patiently his
deliverance from the British Occupation. There is in
him little stomach for legalized warfare. When he
thinks of war, he does so as the prerogative of kings,
and not of their subjects: the occupation of pro-
fessional soldiers, not of nations. Thus, anxious as
Egypt might be to witness the chastisement of the
Occupying Power, her people would not move a finger
to help the enemy in the task. The more virile
Englishman mistook the sentiment, and upon the back
of uncomplaining Egypt he piled heavier burdens,
until the exhausted people angrily shook off the load.
The early attitude of the European colony helped
to accentuate the impression that the significance of
the War had not been grasped in Egypt. War, it was
argued gravely, was waged between nations, and not
between individuals. In the cosmopolitan communi-
ties of Cairo and of Alexandria, many men approved
of that contention. Neutrals, among them ardent
pro-Germans, seized upon the suggestion as if it were
an indisputable truth, while even British and French
nationals of long residence in the country were
genuinely puzzled how to treat men and women of
enemy origin, with whom for so many years they had
lived upon terms of intimacy. The Egyptian Govern-
ment gave little guidance upon this point, their own
policy towards German and Austrian subjects in the
employ of the State being confused. Some of them
were permitted to continue their official duties, while
others were required to abstain from office* No
definite idea controlled their treatment. The local
situation, no doubt, was exceedingly bewildering*

